Answers to Frequently Asked Questions

What is Toastmasters?
Toastmasters is an international organization that supports thousands of local clubs and their members. Our purpose to provide a supportive environment where individuals can learn the skills to become more competent communicators and develop their leadership skills.

Toastmasters clubs are encouraged to have a charter strength of 20 members who meet for an hour or more on a weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly basis.

Members practice and learn skills by filling a meeting role, ranging from giving a prepared speech to responding for one to two minutes to an impromptu Table Topics question. Other meeting roles include serving as Toastmaster of the Week, General Evaluator, Table Topics Master, speech evaluator, ah counter, posture monitor, grammarian, timer or vote counter.
What do Toastmasters do?

Toastmasters meet regularly to practice communicating and to evaluate each other's skills. At a local club, besides gaining confidence in many aspects of both communication and leadership, Toastmasters often gain new friends. There are no instructors at a meeting. Instead, each speech and meeting is critiqued by a member in a positive manner, focusing on what was done right and what could be improved.

How will Toastmasters help me improve my speaking skills?

Through practice. Each meeting is designed so that as many members as possible get the opportunity to speak during each meeting. Those who don't deliver a prepared speech can have a meeting role designed to facilitate the honing of skills practiced by their fellow members. The value of Toastmasters is that you get to practice in front of a group that won't criticize you. With consistent effort, improvement is dramatic.

What kinds of speeches are given?

Every meeting has several leadership roles that are filled by members. Each one of these roles has some speaking involved – basically giving a short report. Also, each meeting has two to three prepared speeches, along with an evaluator for each prepared speech. Finally, during Table Topics, three to four remaining members are asked to give an impromptu speech for one or two minutes on a topic given to them by the Table Topics Master. Impromptu speaking is a valuable tool that helps you learn to speak comfortably on your feet.
Guests are asked if they would like to participate in the meeting's Table Topics session, and typically asked what they thought of the meeting before it ends. However, there is no pressure to participate until you are ready.

Where is Toastmasters District 50 located?

District 50 (D50) covers northeast Texas and western Louisiana, bordered from I-35 East to Shreveport and the Oklahoma border to Waxahachie. Toastmasters D50 is comprised of:

7 Divisions, 42 Areas, more than 150 Clubs and 3,500 members.
Are all clubs open to everybody?

Toastmasters has two types of clubs: community (open club) and corporate (closed club). Typically, a closed club is only for those who work at that company. However, some corporate clubs are open to all.

No Toastmasters club discriminates against, race, gender, or religious persuasion.

Guests are always welcome to visit a Toastmasters meeting. Due to their location or security policies, some clubs require advanced notice that you are going to visit. It's best to contact a club by phone or email ahead of your visit to make arrangements. When you are ready to contact a club, you may find the club's contact information here: TMDistrict50.org/find
What is the investment for Toastmasters?

As Toastmasters is a non-profit organization, your investment covers the cost for your membership, your monthly Toastmaster magazine, administrative fee and, at the club's discretion, a club fee to cover supplies and other items. Toastmasters of Rockwall charges $12 club dues every six months. New members pay a one-time new membership fee of $20 to pay for registration. The semi-annual (April and October) dues are $45. All fees are prorated depending on when you join.
What makes Toastmasters a real value?

The Toastmasters Experience! As with many organizations, Toastmasters is what the members make it. Members of D50 Toastmasters have a commitment to helping each other improve our communication and leadership skills. Involvement in the Toastmasters Experience goes well beyond that, though. You can compete in speech contests that, if you win at increasing levels, can name you the "World Champion of Public Speaking." 
You can become a leader at the club level, or a higher level, where your leadership affects many clubs and members across our district. You can attend educational training and conferences where you will meet and network with fellow Toastmasters from other clubs around the world.

Toastmasters is international and has provided value to millions of people since 1924.

How do I become a member? 

Obtain a membership application from the vice president of membership, from another officer, or online. Fill it out, turn it in with the appropriate dues (payable by cash, check or money order), sign up for roles, and you're in! The monthly Toastmaster magazine is included with your membership.

How many times can I visit as a guest before joining? 

As many times as you'd like, although most prospective members join after one to three meetings.
Is everyone in your club a “good” speaker? 

Some are, and most aspire to be, but everyone wants to improve no matter how experienced they are. Our club exists for members at all levels, from knee-knocking, stomach-in-the-throat, "I think I'm going to faint" types of people to professional speakers polishing their latest material.  It's this mix of talents that helps us learn and help each other.  And yes, many pros learn every day from Toastmasters feedback and tips.   Watching and helping people grow keeps us all coming back.

When do I have to give my first prepared speech? 

Our club lets you move at your own pace. You sign up to speak when you want to speak. If you want to reap the full benefits of membership, however, you'll want to start delivering prepared speeches within four to six weeks after joining. 
What do I do for my first speech? 

Your first speech is on a topic you already know a lot about – you! It’s called the “Ice Breaker.” It’s a four to six-minute speech from one of our Pathways learning experience projects. 
What is Pathways?

The Toastmasters Pathways learning experience is an exciting, flexible and interactive way to develop your skills and help others in your club develop theirs. Pathways helps you learn communication and leadership skills that you need to succeed. It gives you:

· The opportunity to build up to 300 unique competencies

· 10 specialized learning paths to choose from

· Online content, so that you can learn anytime, anywhere

· Real-world, transferable skills

Do I have to participate in Table Topics right away? 

We don't pressure members, but isn't speaking why you would join Toastmasters?  Not to worry – we are very understanding. If you already have a major supporting role, you likely won't be asked to participate in Table Topics at that meeting.  You can always pass any time.
How do you decide who has what roles for each meeting?
Roles are assigned by our vice president of education on a rotating basis to give each member the opportunity to participate in the various roles to gain experience and can speak in some capacity at most meetings. Sometimes, roles are assigned just before a meeting starts to accommodate the inevitable unexpected absence of a member.
The full schedule for the next four weeks is created on a roll-forward basis and can be viewed at the club website. The Toastmaster of the Week usually sends the weekly agenda to all members a few days before the meeting. Members can substitute for one another. Just let the Toastmaster of the Week know. 

How many people are usually at your meetings? 

We have about two-dozen members in our club and usually have 12-20 members at any given meeting. 
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